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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PHOTOGRAMMETRY AND REMOTE SENSING

CONSTITUTION

PURPOSE

The objectives of the Region shall be the same as those set forth in the Articles of Incorporation of the National Society, as provided in Paragraph (b) of the Articles, dated October 6, 1987 published February 1988 to wit:

"to advance the science of photogrammetry and remote sensing; to educate individuals in the science of photogrammetry and remote sensing; to foster the exchange of information pertaining to the science of photogrammetry and remote sensing; to develop, place into practice and maintain standards and ethics applicable to aspects of the science; to provide a means for the exchange of ideas among those interested in the sciences; to encourage, publish, and distribute books, periodicals, treatises, and other scholarly and practical works to further the science of photogrammetry and remote sensing. . .":  the activities of the Region shall not be conducted for profit, but shall be exclusively devoted to the achievement of its stated purposes, and the entire income of the Region shall be used for the advancement of its objectives.  No part of such income shall inure to the benefits of any individual or individuals.

The Region as a body shall take no action and make no recommendations which shall be, or appear to be, detrimental to any class or group of its members, or not in accordance with the purposes and aims of the Region as expressed in the Articles of Incorporation of the National Society.

ARTICLE I

Name and Headquarters

This Society shall hereafter be known as the Central Region of the American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, whose headquarters shall be in the City of Rolla, State of Missouri.  The regional boundaries are as follows:

All of the states of Kansas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas and all of Missouri south of a line extending from the Mississippi River, west along the southern boundary of Jefferson County, north along the western boundary of Jefferson County and the western boundary of St. Louis County to the Missouri River, west along the Missouri River to the eastern boundary of Jackson County, south along the eastern boundary of Jackson County and then west along the southern boundary of Jackson County to the Kansas State Line.

ARTICLE II

Membership

All members of the American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing residing in the area defined above shall be eligible for membership in the Central Region.

ARTICLE III

Government

1.  The government of the Central Region shall be vested in its Board of Direction.  (see Bylaws, Article II)

2.  The Board of Direction shall consist of the Officers and six Directors, the immediate Past-President and the Region's National Director.  The National Director shall be elected to serve for three years as provided for in Section 10, Paragraph b, Article IV of the Bylaws of the National Society.  The Directors shall serve for three years, provided that the term of two directors shall expire each year; provided further, that if any director be elected an Officer of the Region, a new Director shall be elected in his/her place as provided for in the Bylaws.

3.  The Officers shall consist of a President, Vice President, and a Secretary-Treasurer:  these three officers shall be elected at large from the Region.  Each officer shall hold office for one year or until his/her successor has been duly elected, qualified, and installed.

4.  The Bylaws shall provide for the succession in office in the event of a vacancy in any office or offices of the Region.

ARTICLE IV

Meetings

The Region shall hold an annual meeting of the members for the installation of Officers and for the transaction of other business pertaining to the Region at a time and place to be determined according to the Bylaws, and may hold such regular and special meetings as may be necessary, same to be called in the manner provided in the Bylaws.

ARTICLE V

Amendments

1.  This Region Constitution may be amended only by a letter ballot provided that a petition for such amendment has been signed by at least fifteen members or ten percent of the Region membership in good standing; whichever is the smaller number.

2.  If the proposed amendment is not approved by three members of the Board of Direction, the Secretary-Treasurer shall inform the original proposers regarding the opinion of the Board in reference to the original form, whereupon the proposers may withdraw same, accept changes made by the Board of Direction, or may adhere to the original proposal.  If the original proposers decide to adhere to the original proposal, a declaration of adherence may be filed with the Board.

3.  Notice of such proposed amendment shall be in writing and mailed to all members of the Region not less than three weeks prior to date set for close of ballots.  A two-thirds affirmative vote of the ballots cast shall be required to amend this Constitution or any part thereof.

4.  The Regional Constitution and Bylaws thereto must not conflict with the (National) American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing Bylaws, and must be submitted to the Board of Direction of the National Society for approval.

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I

Membership

1.  Members and Emeritus members of the Society have the right to vote and hold office therein and are entitled to all privileges of the Society including a free copy of its official periodic publication.  Honorary members, Student members, Affiliate members, and Sustaining members shall be entitled to all the privileges of the Society except the right to vote and hold office therein; provided, that Honorary members elected from members of the Society shall retain their right to vote and hold office.

2.  A member of the Society may not affiliate with nor have a voting right in a region other than the one in which he/ she resides without the specific permission of the Board of Direction of the Region in which he/ she resides and the Board of Direction of the National Society.  Members residing in an area not designated as a tributary to a Region may be allowed membership in a Region of his choice upon approval by the Board of Direction of the National Society.  In no instance may he/ she have membership in more than one Region.

3.  Any member may withdraw from the Society at any time by tendering his resignation in writing.  Letters of resignation received by the Regional Secretary-Treasurer must be forwarded to the National Society for action.

4.  Any member dropped by the National Society who is a resident of the Central Region area is automatically dropped from the rolls, and the National Secretary-Treasurer so advised.

ARTICLE II

Board of Direction

1.  The Board of Direction shall consist of three duly elected officers of the Region, namely, the President, Vice President, the Secretary-Treasurer, plus a Board of Directors.  The Board of Direction shall consist of six elected members from the Region, the immediate Past-President, and the National Director of the Region.

2.  In the discharge of its duties, the Board of Direction may appoint Committees, Boards of Review, and other Assistants; but any action taken by these Committees, Boards, or Assistants, shall be subject to the approval of the Board of Direction.

3.  The Board of Direction shall be the judge of qualifications for the purpose of filling vacancies arising in its number, provided that the Directors so selected shall serve until the next annual meeting only, at which time, the vacancy shall be filled in the manner herein prescribed as normal election and installation procedures; except that a vacancy occurring in the office of the President shall automatically be filled by the Vice President.  Should a vacancy occur in both the offices of President and Vice President, the Secretary-Treasurer shall temporarily perform the duties of the President and shall immediately call a meeting of the Region for the purpose of filling the vacancies until the next annual meeting.

4.  The Board shall have charge of the technical and social interests of the Region.  In regard to the financial and business interests of the Region, it shall act in an advisory capacity, and in the discharge of its duties shall have power within the limitations of the Constitution and these Bylaws to initiate and execute any measure whatsoever which, in its judgment, seems necessary and expedient to further the interests of the Region and to achieve its objectives.

5.  The Board of Direction shall meet a minimum of once in every six months for the transaction of business, and six members thereof shall constitute a quorum.  Special meetings of the Board may be called by the President on his/ her own initiative, or upon written request by a quorum of the Board of Direction.

6.  The Board of Direction shall insure submission, at the annual meeting, of a report concerning the affairs of the Region together with any suggestions and/or recommendations it may deem appropriate regarding past and future activities of the Region.

ARTICLE III

Officers

1.  The President (or in his/ her absence, the Vice President or his/ her appointed representative) shall:

A)  have general supervision of the affairs of the Region;

B)  preside at the meetings of the Region and of the Board of Direction, as well as be ex officio member of all committees and subcommittees thereof (in his/ her absence the duties of the office shall devolve upon the Vice President);

C)  appoint a Nominating Committee on or before March 1 of the Region's prescribed election year for the purpose of nominating candidates for the office of National Director and Officers and Region Board members for the coming election year, as needed;

D)  sign all written contracts and obligations of the Region;

E)  in the anticipation of the extended absence of the Secretary-Treasurer, or in the event of his/her disability, appoint an officer or member of the Region to serve as the new Secretary-Treasurer, and to discharge for the remaining term of office the duties of such office;

F)  in the case of disability, long-term absence, or resignation of the Vice President, appoint a Director to serve as the new Vice President, and to discharge for the remaining term of office the duties of such office, including the succession to President the following year;

G)  in the case of disability, long-term absence or resignation of a Director of the Region, appoint a member to fill the part of the term of such Director until the next annual meeting, at which time the vacancy will be filled by the nominating and election process detailed in Article VII, Section 5, of these Bylaws.

2.  The Vice President shall:

A)  have a knowledge of all current functions and future plans of the Region to enable him/ her to function in place of the President if the situation requires;

B)  be the Chairperson of the Membership Committee;

C)  prepare, with the aid of the Secretary-Treasurer, the annual report and present it to the Region at the annual meeting;

D)  cause a Past-President's certificate to be prepared for presentation at the annual meeting.

3.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall:

A)  record and maintain a file of all proceedings of the Region's Board of Direction meetings;

B)  record and maintain custody of all correspondence originating within the Region or received from the Secretary-Treasurer of the National Society or other sources and disseminate information to the members when appropriate, directing correspondence within the Region, or initiating other action as necessary;

C)  request, by February 28 of the new year, by letter to the National Secretary-Treasurer the financial rebate of membership dues;

D)  prepare and submit to the National Secretary-Treasurer, four quarterly reports and an annual report, required by the Internal Revenue Service, within one month after the close of the reporting period of the Region's current and planned activities;

E)  work with and provide information needed by the Vice President in the drafting of the annual report to the Region.  This report shall contain a list of names of next year's Board of Direction, Committees, and Subcommittees, complete with a listing of Chairpersons;

F)  expect to receive from the National Secretary-Treasurer the current membership roll of the Region and maintain it at the local level; and 

G)  be comptroller of the accounts of the Region under the supervision of the Board of Direction; and

H)  cooperate with the National Secretary-Treasurer in the exchange of information and ideas of mutual interest to the Society and the Region. 

ARTICLE IV

Committees

1.  The Standing Committees of the Region shall be the Committees on Program, Membership, Publicity, Finance, Library, and Nominating.  Each Standing Committee shall have a Chairperson who must be a Director of the Region.

2.  The Program committee shall consist of five members.  The Committee shall have charge of the program of each meeting and shall digest and assimilate all topics, papers, books, and articles or other information pertinent to photogrammetry and/or remote sensing which they deem useful to the Region, within its purpose, and to outline and present such data as deemed useful to the President of the Region for his/her use in conducting a Board of Region meeting.

3.  The Membership, Publicity, Finance, Library, and Nominating Committees shall serve under the President for the purpose of improving the growth, effectiveness and success of the Region in fulfilling its purpose and goals, and in providing continuity of leadership in this effort.

4.  In addition to the foregoing standing committees, the Board of Direction may authorize other standing and special committees with such duties as it may assign.  Such committees shall report to the Board of Direction and shall be advisory only.

5.  The President shall appoint, subject to the approval of the Board of Direction, all committee Chairpersons under this article.  All members of the committees shall be chosen by the Chairperson of that committee, subject to approval by the President.

ARTICLE V

Finances

1.  The fiscal year of the Region shall begin the first day of January and end on the thirty-first day of December.

2.  There shall be no regular fees or dues payable periodically to the Region.

3.  At the discretion of the President, the Region may vote for the assessment of the membership of a fee not to exceed a total of one dollar ($1.00) in any fiscal year.  The finances derived from such assessment to be used only for the purchase of postage, stationery, papers, books, or articles pertinent to photogrammetry and/or remote sensing.

ARTICLE VI

Insignia

The insignia of the Region shall be the same as that of the National Society.  It may be changed by vote of a quorum of the members of the Board of Direction; such change of insignia must be approved by vote of a majority of the members present at a regular or special meeting or by mail ballot.  Any new insignia adopted shall be submitted to the Executive Director, American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, for authorization pursuant to Article V, Section 5 of the National Bylaws.

ARTICLE VII

Meetings and Elections

1.  The annual meeting of the Central Region shall be held in June of each year.  The time, date, and place of the meeting shall be designated by the President one year prior to the meeting.  The meeting location will alternate to represent the four states comprising the region.  The decision will be made and announced at the annual meeting.  
2.  Other meetings for the transaction of business or for any other purpose of the Region may be called at such time and place as the President, or in his/her absence or disability, the Vice President, may appoint within the limitations as specified by the Constitution and these Bylaws; provided, that upon request of twenty-five percent of the active members a special meeting may be called by the Secretary-Treasurer or another member of the Board of Direction; provided further, that notice of not less than seven days, stating the object of the meeting, shall have been sent to each of the members.  Not less than three meetings, in addition to the annual meeting, shall be held during each calendar year.

3.  The annual meeting shall be for the formal installation of the previously elected Officers and Directors and for the transaction of other business.

4.  The Vice President shall automatically succeed to the Presidency of the Region to serve for the appointed term.  The Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, and the Directors shall be elected by ballot to serve for the defined term or until their successors are elected.  However, vacancies in office will be filled by a process detailed in Article III, Section 1 of these Bylaws.

5.  A Nominating Committee shall be named by the President subject to approval of the Board of Direction by March 1.  The Nominating Committee shall:  

A)  select nominees for Officers and Directors for the ensuing year;

B)  be responsible for preparation and mailing of ballots to all eligible members;

C)  serve as election tellers to canvass and count the votes and to submit a report of same to the President, who shall then announce the results of the election to the persons elected and to all members.

6.  The terms of all Officers shall begin with the adjournment of the meeting at which he/ she shall have been installed in office, and such term shall continue until the installation of officers at the next annual meeting.

ARTICLE VIII

Quorum

1.  Ten percent of the membership of the Region entitled to vote, present in person, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at the regular meeting or at any special meeting.

2.  Six members of the Board of Direction shall constitute a quorum of that body for the transaction of business, except as otherwise specifically directed herein; provided, that in all cases a number smaller than that specified shall adjourn to meet at a date set by those members present.

ARTICLE IX

Order of Business

1.  The annual meeting shall include:

A)  Installation of Officers

B)  Presentation of Awards

C)  Literary and Special Programs

and shall be conducted cooperatively by the outgoing and incoming President.

2.  Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall be the parliamentary guide and govern the proceedings at all business meetings of the Region.

ARTICLE X

Amendments

Amendments to these Bylaws may be made at any regular or special meeting of the Board of Direction by an affirmative vote of six members; provided that the following procedure shall be observed.  The proposed amendment shall have been presented to the Secretary-Treasurer in writing and signed by not less than three Directors or by not less than ten members of the Region.  Copies thereof shall have been submitted to all Directors thirty days prior to the meeting of the Board, at which time the amendment is to be voted upon, and shall have been communicated to the members of the Region in ample time to permit them to express their opinion to the Board.  At its discretion, or when requested in writing by ten percent of the active members, the Board may refer a proposed amendment to the Bylaws of the Region for determination in the manner prescribed for amendments to the Constitution.

ADMENDMENT I

Group Exemption

1. Region is affiliated with ASPRS National

2. Region is subject to general supervision by ASPRS National

3. Region is eligible to qualify for group exemption under section 501c(3) and meets the same tax-exempt requirements as ASPRS National

4. Region uses the same fiscal year as ASPRS National (ending December 31)

5. Region is not a private foundation

6. The Region has adopted and filed article of incorporation with the state of Virginia

ADMENDMENT II

ASPRS Annual Conference Region Membership Representation

The board recognizes a need for Central Region representation at all necessary and relevant functions during the ASPRS annual spring/fall conference. 

Although the Society does not mandate that Region officers or members attend national conferences and meetings, the Central Region Board recognizes the importance of having Region members attend these events and it encourages all members to attend, if possible. Furthermore, the Board acknowledges that the costs of attending these events can be considerable. The Central Region Board’s policies on national conference attendance are:

1. In accordance with the “ASPRS Proxy Policy for Board of Directors”, the Region President will serve as the National Director’s proxy at meetings of the National Board of Directors when the elected region National Director cannot attend.

2. The Board does not acknowledge any obligation to financially sponsor a member’s ASPRS annual spring or fall conference expenditures.
3. A Board member may, if he or she feels the circumstances are extraordinary, submit a request to the Board for reimbursement of expenditures attending a national event. Such request must include a statement as to why the requestor feels reimbursement is justified. The Board shall consider these requests on a case-by-case basis for approval/disapproval with quorum’s majority vote.
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